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Hymns:
217

Oh, Sing with Exultation

387

Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice

237

All Glory Be to God on High

188

Hallelujah! Jesus Lives

Isaiah 49:1-15

Epistle

James 1:16-21

Gospel
Sermon

Pastor Diers

Every Good and Perfect Gift Is from Above
The Spirit of Truth

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who didst send thy
Son into the world, not to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give
his life a ransom for many, and who didst raise him by thy glory when
he had offered the one sacrifice for sins forever, grant us a sure faith in
him, that we may possess the blessed hope of eternal life.
We thank thee for the multitude of thy mercy, and pray that we may
ever be mindful that every good and perfect gift is from above and comes
from thee. Teach us that thy mercy is from everlasting to everlasting
upon them that fear thee, and that there is no variableness nor shadow
of turning in all thy kindness and compassion, for thou art the same
yesterday, today, and forever.

Scripture Lessons
Old Testament

The Lord Hath Comforted His People

General Prayer

John 16:5-15
John 16:5-15

Welcome to our guests in the name of Jesus Christ! Augustana
Lutheran Church confesses and practices the full truth of God’s Word,
a heritage passed down to us by Luther, and confirmed in the public
confessions of our church. We believe that the Bible in all its parts is
inspired by the Holy Spirit, error-free, and the only source of divine
revelation and absolute truth. If you have any questions about such Bible
doctrine, or about our congregation, please direct them to Pastor Diers.

We thank thee for the revelation of thy divine truth in Jesus Christ.
Pour thy Spirit upon us through the engrafted Word, that he may make
known to us thy desire to redeem fallen mankind, and enlighten us with
thy pure doctrines, that we might be justified by faith, and sanctified
by thy Spirit.
We thank thee for the gift of thy church, the fellowship of all believers.
Keep it in the unity of the Spirit and the bond of peace, give it steadfast
obedience to thy commandments, preserve it in union with Jesus Christ,
and continue it in conformity with the inspired teaching of the apostles.
Shower thy blessing upon it everywhere. Protect it from all its enemies.
Prosper it in all its labors.
For the gift of the home we give thanks to thee. Let thy Spirit dwell in
each house, that love and tranquility, joy and consolation, strength and
virtue, may reign in undiminished glory.
For the gift of our noble and pleasant land, accept our thanks, O God.
Stretch forth thy holy arm to defend it inwardly and outwardly from
all who would bring it shame and reproach by reason of sin, from all
who would overthrow it by strife and rebellion, and from all who would
assault and destroy it by war.

Great art thou, O Lord, and great is thy goodness. Mighty art thou in
all thy works, and glorious in thy salvation. Help us now and always to
receive thy gifts with gratitude. Hear our prayers. Grant us thy graces,
and finally receive us into everlasting communion with thee and with
thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ. In his Name we pray. Amen.
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Do you have friends or family who are missing Church because they
don’t live close to a congregation where God’s Word is taught in it’s
truth and purity?
Suggest to them that they tune in to Augustana’s live video or audio
stream for each and every service. http://augustana.us/live-video
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 49:1-15
“Listen, O coastlands, to Me, And take heed, you peoples from afar!
The Lord has called Me from the womb; From the matrix of My
mother He has made mention of My name. And He has made My
mouth like a sharp sword; In the shadow of His hand He has hidden
Me, And made Me a polished shaft; In His quiver He has hidden Me.”
“And He said to me, ‘You are My servant, O Israel, In whom I will be
glorified.’ Then I said, ‘I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength
for nothing and in vain; Yet surely my just reward is with the Lord,
And my work with my God.’” “And now the Lord says, Who formed
Me from the womb to be His Servant, To bring Jacob back to Him, So
that Israel is gathered to Him (For I shall be glorious in the eyes of the
Lord, And My God shall be My strength), Indeed He says, ‘It is too
small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of
Jacob, And to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You
as a light to the Gentiles, That You should be My salvation to the ends
of the earth.’” Thus says the Lord, The Redeemer of Israel, their Holy
One, To Him whom man despises, To Him whom the nation abhors,
To the Servant of rulers: “Kings shall see and arise, Princes also shall
worship, Because of the Lord who is faithful, The Holy One of Israel;
And He has chosen You.” Thus says the Lord: “In an acceptable time
I have heard You, And in the day of salvation I have helped You; I will
preserve You and give You As a covenant to the people, To restore the
earth, To cause them to inherit the desolate heritages; That You may
say to the prisoners, ‘Go forth,’ To those who are in darkness, ‘Show
yourselves.’ “They shall feed along the roads, And their pastures shall
be on all desolate heights. They shall neither hunger nor thirst, Neither
heat nor sun shall strike them; For He who has mercy on them will lead
them, Even by the springs of water He will guide them. I will make each
of My mountains a road, And My highways shall be elevated. Surely
these shall come from afar; Look! Those from the north and the west,
And these from the land of Sinim.” Sing, O heavens! Be joyful, O earth!
And break out in singing, O mountains! For the Lord has comforted
His people, And will have mercy on His afflicted. But Zion said, “The

Lord has forsaken me, And my Lord has forgotten me.” “Can a woman
forget her nursing child, And not have compassion on the son of her
womb? Surely they may forget, Yet I will not forget you.
EPISTLE LESSON James 1:16-21
Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. Every good gift and every
perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights,
with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. Of His own will
He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of
firstfruits of His creatures. So then, my beloved brethren, let every man
be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; for the wrath of man does
not produce the righteousness of God. Therefore lay aside all filthiness
and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted
word, which is able to save your souls.
GOSPEL LESSON John 16:5-15
“But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me,
‘Where are You going?’ “But because I have said these things to you,
sorrow has filled your heart. “Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to
your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will
not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. “And when
He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness,
and of judgment: “of sin, because they do not believe in Me; “of
righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; “of
judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. “I still have many
things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. “However, when
He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for
He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He
will speak; and He will tell you things to come. “He will glorify Me,
for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. “All things that
the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine
and declare it to you.
Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson,
Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

