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Hymns:
200 I Know that My Redeemer Lives

208  Ye Sons and Daug/)ters of the King
196 I Am Content! My Jesus Liveth Sull
204 Come Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain

Scripture Lessons
Old Testament Genesis 32:22-31
Jacob Wrestles with the Angel

Epistle 1 John 5:4-10
Faith Overcometh the World
Gospel John 20:19-31
Jesus and Thomas
Sermon Hebrews 12:1-6

WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS in the name of Jesus Christ! Augustana
Lutheran Church confesses and practices the full truth of God’s Word,
a heritage passed down to us by Luther, and confirmed in the public
confessions of our church. We believe that the Bible in all its parts is
inspired by the Holy Spirit, error-free, and the only source of divine
revelation and absolute truth. If you have any questions about such
Bible doctrine, or about our congregation, please direct them to Pastor

Diers.

General Prayer

O God of all grace, mercy, and peace, who, by the resurrection of Jesus
from the dead, didst declare him to be thy Son and our Savior, and who,
by the faithful testimony of the apostles, hast given us assurance that
our faith stands upon a most true and sure record, grant us thy Spirit,
that our hearts may rest in thy truth.

We thank thee for the gift of eternal life in thy Son. Preserve and
defend us from all error, doubt, and unbelief, that we may hold fast to
the profession of our faith. Save us from vain philosophies and worldly
wisdom, and establish us in the truth of thy Word.

We lift up our heatts to thee in thanksgiving for thy Word. Illumine
us by its heavenly light and instruct us by it saving truth, that we might
bring forth the fruits of righteousness. Help us therein to find Jesus, our
risen Lord; lead us to rejoice in him, and grant that we may receive the
end of our faith, even the salvation of our souls.

Breathe upon thy church, that it may faithfully preach thy Word and
proclaim the Gospel of our risen Savior with courage and diligence in
all lands and to all people. Enrich the schools of our churches, that
they may bring forth youth who walk in true faith, and obedience to
thy holy will.

Hearken unto the inner yearnings of our hearts which seek thy help
and favor, and give us the assurance of thy mercy. And as we each must
bear the cross, assure us that thou wilt not permit us to be tried above

that we are able, but wilt strengthen us therein through the grace of
Jesus Christ.

Forgive now the sins of thy people. Strengthen the doubting and the
faithless. Bring back the forgetful and the wayward. And comfort the

anxious and the distressed.

And as we go from this hallowed place this day, grant unto us all thy
peace.

All this we pray in the Name of Christ our Lord. Amen.



Do you have friends or family who are missing Church because they
don’t live close to a congregation where God’s Word is taught in it’s
truth and purity?

Suggest to them that they tune in to Augustana’s live video stream for
each and every service. http:/ /augustana.us/live

Announcements

Offerings: 3/21  $135.10
3/28  $275.02
41 $60.00
44 $250.75
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the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And when He had said this, He
breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. “If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.” Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have
seen the Lord.” So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of
the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into
His side, I will not believe.” And after eight days His disciples were again
inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in
the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your
finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into
My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing” And Thomas answered and
said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because
you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed.” And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence
of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing
you may have life in His name.

SERMON TEXT 1 Peter 1:3-9
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His

abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled
and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by
the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last
time. In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you
have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being
much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may
be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom
having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing,
you tejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the end of your
faith — the salvation of your souls.

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson,
Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Genesis 32:22-31

And he arose that night and took his two wives, his two female servants,
and his eleven sons, and crossed over the ford of Jabbok. He took them,
sent them over the brook, and sent over what he had. Then Jacob was left
alone; and a Man wrestled with him until the breaking of day. Now when
He saw that He did not prevail against him, He touched the socket of his
hip; and the socket of Jacob’s hip was out of joint as He wrestled with him.
And He said, “Let Me go, for the day breaks.” But he said, “I will not let
You go unless You bless me!” So He said to him, “What is your name?” He
said, “Jacob.” And He said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but
Israel; for you have struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed.”
Then Jacob asked, saying, “Tell me Your name, I pray.” And He said, “Why
is it that you ask about My name?” And He blessed him there. And Jacob
called the name of the place Peniel: “For I have seen God face to face, and
my life is preserved.” Just as he crossed over Penuel the sun rose on him, and

he limped on his hip.
EPISTLE LESSON 1 John 5:4-10

For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that
has overcome the world—our faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but
he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? This is He who came by water
and blood—]Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by water and blood. And it
is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth. For there are three
that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and
these three are one. And there are three that bear witness on earth: the Spirit,
the water, and the blood; and these three agree as one. If we receive the witness
of men, the witness of God is greater; for this is the witness of God which He
has testified of His Son. He who believes in the Son of God has the witness
in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has
not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son.

GOSPEL LESSON John 20:19-31

Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors
wete shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When He had

said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were
glad when they saw the Lord. So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As



