
Christ is Risen! Alleluiah!
He is Risen Indeed!
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Welcome to our guests in the name of Jesus Christ on 
this blessed Easter Day! Augustana Lutheran Church 
confesses and practices the full truth of God’s Word, a 
heritage passed down to us by Luther, and confirmed in 
the public confessions of our church. We believe that the 
Bible in all its parts is inspired by the Holy Spirit, error-
free, and the only source of divine revelation and absolute 
truth. If you have any questions about such Bible doctrine, 
or about our congregation, please direct them to Pastor 
Diers.

The Order of Holy Communion: Page 15

Hymns:
192 Awake, My Heart, with Gladness
198 He’s Risen, He’s Risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord
199 Jesus Christ is Risen Today, Alleluia!
189 He is Arisen! Glorious Word!

Old Testament Lesson Zechariah 9:8-12
Behold Thy King Cometh unto Thee

O Lord, You are my God. I will exalt You, I will praise Your 
name, For You have done wonderful things; Your counsels 
of old are faithfulness and truth. For You have made a 



city a ruin, A fortified city a ruin, A palace of foreigners 
to be a city no more; It will never be rebuilt. Therefore 
the strong people will glorify You; The city of the terrible 
nations will fear You. For You have been a strength to 
the poor, A strength to the needy in his distress, A refuge 
from the storm, A shade from the heat; For the blast of the 
terrible ones is as a storm against the wall. You will reduce 
the noise of aliens, As heat in a dry place; As heat in the 
shadow of a cloud, The song of the terrible ones will be 
diminished. And in this mountain The Lord of hosts will 
make for all people A feast of choice pieces, A feast of wines 
on the lees, Of fat things full of marrow, Of well–refined 
wines on the lees. And He will destroy on this mountain 
The surface of the covering cast over all people, And the 
veil that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up 
death forever, And the Lord God will wipe away tears 
from all faces; The rebuke of His people He will take away 
from all the earth; For the Lord has spoken.

Epistle Lesson Philippians 2:5-11
The Mind of Christ

Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little 
leaven leavens the whole lump? Therefore purge out the 
old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly 
are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was 
sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feast, not with 
old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

Gospel Lesson Matthew 21:1-9
Christ’s Entry into Jerusalem

Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary 



the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, that they 
might come and anoint Him. Very early in the morning, 
on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when 
the sun had risen. And they said among themselves, “Who 
will roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?” 
But when they looked up, they saw that the stone had 
been rolled away — for it was very large. And entering 
the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a long white 
robe sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 
But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus 
of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen! He is not 
here. See the place where they laid Him. “But go, tell His 
disciples — and Peter — that He is going before you into 
Galilee; there you will see Him, as He said to you.” So they 
went out quickly and fled from the tomb, for they trembled 
and were amazed. And they said nothing to anyone, for 
they were afraid.

Sermon Text 1 Corinthians 15:12–20
Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from 
the dead, how do some among you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of 
the dead, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is not risen, 
then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 
Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we 
have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He 
did not raise up — if in fact the dead do not rise. For if 
the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ 
is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 
Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we 
are of all men the most pitiable. But now Christ is risen 
from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who 
have fallen asleep.



Blessed art thou, O God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who according to thine abundant mercy hast 
begotten us again unto a new and living hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead. Thou hast brought life 
and immortality to light by the glad tidings that Christ is 
risen, that death has no power over him. Thou hast sent 
unto all who are dwelling in the shadow of death the joyful 
hope of an inheritance incorruptible and full of glory. O 
God, we praise thee that through him thou hast taken away 
for us the sting from death, and victory from the grave.
Fill our hearts with the joy of the resurrection. Grant 
unto thy church and people everywhere the power of an 
endless life, that they may show forth thy praises. Bestow 
thy grace upon our homes, and bless them with Easter’s 
consolation and hope. Send forth the conquering banner 
of Christ’s victory into all the world, that nations may join 
the hosts of heaven in songs of triumph.
Guard us, O Lord, by thy power, that we may be kept 
in this holy faith. Wipe away all tears from our eyes. In 
every adversity and trial preserve us so that we fail not in 
receiving the blessings of Christ’s ransom and the fruits 
of his resurrection. In the promise of Easter take from 
us all fear of death. Renew us by the Spirit of him who 
is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Hold fast before our 
eyes the promise that in Christ our lowly bodies shall be 
fashioned like unto his glorious body, and that as we have 
borne the image of the earthly so shall we bear the image 

General Prayer

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by 
Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



of the heavenly. And then when thou callest us to thy 
heavenly rest, may we sleep peacefully in Jesus, awaiting 
the sound of the trumpet, when the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible.
In the Name of our risen and ever living Lord. Amen. 

MARTIN LUTHER:
THE STORY OF CHRIST’S RESURRECTION.

1. In the first place we shall briefly examine the text of this 
narrative, and afterwards speak of the benefits of the resur-
rection of Christ, and how we should build upon it. The text 
reads: “And when the sabbath was past.” Here we must re-
member Mark writes of the sabbath according to the custom 
of the Hebrews, for according to the Jewish reckoning the day 
began in the evening and lasted until the evening of the next 
day, as the first chapter of Genesis says: “And there was eve-
ning and there was morning, one day,” “a second day,” “a 
third day,” and so forth. Thus the first and greatest Sabbath 
began on the evening of the day when Christ was crucified, 
that is to say at the time of sunset on the evening of Friday. 
Our reckoning conveys the wrong sense. Yesterday was the 
great Sabbath, when Christ lay in the grave; in addition to this 
the Jews had seven full days which they celebrated and all of 
which they called sabbaths, counting them from the first holi-
day after the great Sabbath and calling it prima sabbathorum 
(first of the sabbaths), and the third holiday secundarn sabba-
thorurn (second of the sabbaths), and so forth. On these days 
they ate only wafers and unleavened bread, for which reason 
they are also called by the Evangelist the days of unleavened 
bread. From this we must conclude that Christ rose before 
sunrise and before the angel descended in the earthquake. Af-
terwards the angel only came to open the empty grave, etc., as 
has been clearly described by the Evangelists.



2. The question now arises: How can we say that he rose 
on the third day, since he lay in the grave only one day and 
two nights? According to the Jewish calculation it was only a 
day and a half; how shall we then persist in believing there 
were three days? To this we reply that be was in the state of 
death for at least a part of all three days. For he died at about 
two o’clock on Friday and consequently was dead for about 
two hours on the first day. After that night he lay in the grave 
all day, which is the true Sabbath. On the third day, which we 
commemorate now, he rose from the dead and so remained 
in the state of death a part of this day, just as if we say that 
something occurred on Easter-day, although it happens in the 
evening, only a portion of the day. In this sense Paul and the 
Evangelists say that be rose on the third day.

3. For this period and no longer Christ was to lie in the 
grave, so that we might suppose that his body remained nat-
urally uncorrupted and that decomposition had not yet set 
in. He came forth from the grave so soon that we might pre-
sume that corruption had not yet taken place according to the 
course of nature; for a corpse can lie no longer than three days 
before it begins to decompose. Therefore Christ was to rise on 
the third day, before he saw corruption.

4. The great longing and love of the women for the Lord 
must also be particularly noted here, so that unadvised and 
alone they go early to the grave, not thinking of the great stone 
which was rolled before the tomb. They might have thought 
of this and taken a man with them. But they act like timid 
and sorrowing persons, and therefore they go on their way 
without even thinking of the most necessary things. They do 
not even think of the watchers who were clad in armor, nor of 
the wrath of Pilate and the Jews, but boldly they freely risk it 
and alone they venture on their way. What urged these good 
women to hazard life and body? It was nothing but the great 
love they bore to the Lord, which had sunk so deeply into 
their hearts that for his sake they would have risked a thou-



Augustana Lutheran Church
http://augustana.us

The Ministry of the Word
Pastor Martin Diers 952-467-2445 pastor@augustana.us
      612-819-0301 cell
Officers of the Congregation
President Rev. Bruce King 715-262-4431
Vice Pres. Mr. Ben Woltmann 218-370-0621 benjaminwoltmann@yahoo.com
Secretary Pastor Diers
Treasurer Mr. Matt Houck 763-862-2186 incrediblehouck115@gmail.com

Announcements
This Easter Morning: Easter Breakfast will be held at 8:30 
am, with Easter Festival Worship beginning at 10:00 am.

sand lives. Such courage they had not of themselves, but here 
the power of the resurrection of Christ was revealed, whose 
Spirit makes these women, who by nature are timid, so bold 
and courageous that they venture to do things which might - 
have daunted a man.

5. These women also show us a beautiful example of a 
spiritual heart that undertakes an impossible task, of which 
the whole world would despair. Yet a heart like this stands 
firm and accomplishes it, not thinking the task impossible. So 
much we say for the present on this narrative, and now let 
us see what are the fruits and benefits of the resurrection of 
Christ.

   


