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Hymns:
18 Lord, We Come Before Thee Now

330 I Come to Thee, O Blessed Lord
377  Salvation unto Us has Come
45  Now, the Hour of Worship O’er

Scripture Lessons

Old Testament Exodus 20:1-17
The Giving of the Law

Epistle Romans 6:3-11
Crucified with Christ

Gospel Matthew 5:20-26

The Higher Righteousness Required by Christ
Sermon Matthew 5:20-26

WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS in the name of Jesus Christ! Augustana
Lutheran Church confesses and practices the full truth of God’s
Word, a heritage passed down to us by Luther, and confirmed
in the public confessions of our church. We believe that the Bible
in all its parts is inspired by the Holy Spirit, error-free, and the
only source of divine revelation and absolute truth. If you have
any questions about such Bible doctrine, or about our
congregation, please direct them to Pastor Diers.

General Prayer

O thou, from whom all goodness flows, holy art thou, and
holy is thy Name; heaven and earth are full of thy glory;
all the stars, the mysterious infinity of the universe, all
energies and forces, the sea and the clouds, are to thee thy
servants, and to us the messengers of thy wonder and
might.

We thank thee, O Father, that we have a more sure word
of truth in the Holy Scriptures wherein thou givest us the
testimony the holy prophets and apostles which thou hast
placed on their lips. Grant that by this testimony, we might
know thee as our only God and Jesus Christ, whom thou
hast sent.

O thou best Gift of heaven, who in thy birth didst take
upon thyself our flesh, and who in thy death didst take
upon thyself our sins, give us thy Word and Truth, that
our sins may be crucified with thee unto death, and that
we might be raised to newness of life. Enable us by thy
power to crucify the lusts of the flesh, and to evermore
walk in newness of life.

O Spirit of the living God, who hast built and sustained
the Church, by thy gracious power quicken her in faith
and life. Grant that her people may bring unto her altars
all the fruits of righteousness and show forth the praises
of him who has called us out of darkness into his marvelous
light.

Give the Light of life, O Lord God, to the nations of the
earth, that they may put away sin, acknowledge thy Son
Jesus as Lord and Savior, and walk before thee in obedience
and faith. Endow our own country with leaders who honor
and promote all works of righteousness, and citizens who
obey thy will.



Bless all who stand in need of thine mighty aid. Especially
do we entreat thee for our sick and all who may be in bodily
or mental anguish. Grant unto them the balm of thy love,
and show them what great things thou hast prepared for
all who love thee.

O God, Creator, King, and Spirit, help us now in the days
of our flesh to lighten every place in life to which thou
hast called us with thy Word and Truth, and in the time of
our death preserve us for thine eternal kingdom, through
Jesus Christ, thine only-begotten Son, our Lord. Amen.
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Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if
we have been united together in the likeness of His death,
certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,
knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that
the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no
longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has been freed
from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we
shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been
raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has
dominion over Him. For the death that He died, He died to
sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.
Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to
sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

GOSPEL LESSON and SERMON TEXT Matthew 5:20-26

“For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no
means enter the kingdom of heaven. “You have heard that
it was said to those of old, “You shall not murder, and
whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.” “But I
say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a
cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says
to his brother, “Raca!” shall be in danger of the council. But
whoever says, “You fool!” shall be in danger of hell fire.
“Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there
remember that your brother has something against you,
“leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First
be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your
gift. “Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on
the way with him, lest your adversary deliver you to the
judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be
thrown into prison. “Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no
means get out of there till you have paid the last penny.

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by
Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Exodus 20:1-17

And God spoke all these words, saying: “I am the Lorp your
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage. “You shall have no other gods before Me.
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you
shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LorD
your God, am ajealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
on the children to the third and fourth generations of those
who hate Me, but showing mercy to thousands, to those who
love Me and keep My commandments. “You shall not take
the name of the LorD your God in vain, for the LorD will not
hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain. “Remember
the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and
do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the
Lorp your God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your
son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your
female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is
within your gates. For in six days the Lorp made the heavens
and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the
seventh day. Therefore the LorD blessed the Sabbath day
and hallowed it. “Honor your father and your mother, that
your days may be long upon the land which the Lorp your
God is giving you. “You shall not murder. “You shall not
commit adultery. “You shall not steal. “You shall not bear
false witness against your neighbor. “You shall not covet your
neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife,
nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor
his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s.”

EPISTLE LESSON Romans 6:3-11

Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore
we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the



